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Foreword: Modern Cult- as a ghost of Plague

Kevin Yeung

P @EMEEEEEE O R

At the beginning of 2020, the epidemic of novel coronavirus
pneumonia appeared all over the world. Because of the foolish

behaviours and obsessive religious practice, Taegu Shincheonji
church became the outbreak centre of novel coronavirus pneumonia
in Korea, and not only some believers of the religion got infected
and passed away, but also many innocent people were affected, so
that the government of the city wanted to prosecute the religion for
murdering , and millions of people petitioned to dissolve it, which
reminded people, who has been paying attention of the development
of the cults in Korea, of the sinking of MV Sewol in 2014. The
tragedy that killed 304 innocent people is regarded as a national
trauma of modern Korea. The chief culprit is the cult “Salvation
Sect” that has been known for long, and Byung-eun Yoo, who is the
hierarch of the cult, escaped after the event, and finally died in a wild
mountain.



It seems it is a full stop, but the headache caused by these cults
has not left from this country. Shincheonji church became the super-
spreader of the epidemic, which revealed again the problems that
were hidden for long. Man hee Lee, who is the head of one of the
most active Korean cults, being regarded as Jesus coming again by his
believers, finally has to face angry people, and knelt down publicly
twice in the press conference. Nonetheless, will people who were
exhausted because of their broken families caused by the harassment
of the cult accept his apology like that? I don’t think it is possible!
It seems that nothing but calling the cult to account to the bitter end
and forcing the religion to be dissolved can settle public dignity and
slightly get back justice for the victims.

Even though the event can push us to sanction the cult that has
harmed society for a long time by available tools and measures,
however, the negative effect of “New Religion Movement (NRM)”
will not perish ever since. As far as I can see, it is more like plagues
of virus, developing together with human society. How persuasive
good is, while evil is still stronger. The war against cults and evil
religions will last for long, and the various cults or pseudo-religious
movement will constantly produce variants. They will harm normal
society, attack traditional values, violate human rights, and damage
families, which seems to be unavoidable. Nonetheless, as how we
deal with the epidemic of novel coronavirus, in the same way, we
cannot let them be rampant. As a responsible society, we must nip
them in the bud. When they burst out, we have to quarantine and
exterminate them decisively.

In terms of how to distinguish and protest against them, I want
to use the letters in “COVID-19”, which is the formal name of “novel
coronavirus pneumonia”, to analyse the features and symptoms of
the cults that is like the virus. I will put it into ten points divided in
two groups.
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Features

Contemporary — New Religion Movement(NRM) are contemporary
products. From the form of the sects to the core contents, they
are distinct from traditional religions, and are another kind of
species. Scholars, however, often mix them with traditional
cults, deal with them in the same way, and finally get in vain. It
is like that the infection of new coronavirus is misdiagnosed as a
common endemic. Not only is the disease not cured, but also the
contactors are affected for lacking of enough protection. Their
modernity is the very charm, and is the hurting aspect as well.
These traits will be more obvious and monopolistic in post post-
modern times.

Objective — The organizations owning the factors of New Religion
Movement always have a very simple core idea, and the slogans
are concise, clear, and never obscure, and thus their purposes are
quite specific. The participators are able to grasp the direction
of the whole sect, find out the instructions for their own actions,
and finally devote themselves to the purposes set by the sect.

Variant — Outwardly, the organizations owning the factors of
New Religion Movement have fixed “doctrines”, and some of
them apparently hold on and maintain certain core values and
traditions that can be passed down, but the hierarchs would like
to revise these (seemingly) core parts and elements constantly
according to the circumstance, so that they can maximize the
effect of their “living”. The case is like virus that varies to
increase its survival possibility, and the vitality that comes from
the survival instinct can in turn affects the circumstance, and
rewrites the genetic map of religions.



Inferior — The sects that stand out from New Religion Movement
are better organized than traditional religions, and many of them
seem to be outwardly closer to modern people’s expectation
and imagination, but this kind of organizations are just pseudo-
religions that come into being at proper timing. They are
different from traditional religions in terms of ranks and levels,
but bad money simply drives out good. Finally, the scholars of
religion even cannot tell the superior from the inferior.

Duplicator — The cults and evil religions coming out of New
Religion Movement essentially are not real religion. Their
creators do not seriously explore about religions, nor do they
have authentic religious experience, but they are able to copy
and duplicate; they use various advanced modern technologies,
steal the widely spread “open source code” from traditional
religions to forge a counterfeit that has the same(even more
considerate) appearance with the original one.

Poisoning symptoms

Contagion — Once a participator joined the cult or evil religion,
no matter what kind of role the person played, his or her most
important and unchangeable aim is wheedling people into the
sect by hook or by crook, which is like a computer invaded by 27
virus will constantly infect its companions over the internet.

Obsession — The participators of the cults and evil religions appear
to be religious believers, but they are actually addicts of the
religion because of the brainwashing. They have co-dependency
relationship with the sect, and have to partake in the activities
provided by the sect to achieve the short and medium term goals
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set by it; even if they have to sacrifice their various relationships
and prospects, they are regardless of that , and would offer
money and themselves. If they do not get help from others, most
of them cannot rescue themselves.

Veil — These participators are blinded by the mysterious vail evoked
by the hierarch, believing the unknown legends and tales. They
think that as their hierarch is divinely predestined, they are
naturally distinguished from others. They are misfits in the real
world, but they break in the secular world boldly for the grand
plan of salvation of the sect, wear masks to hide, and do the
ulterior things that are “kind”.

Irrational — Poisonous doctrines, closed information and fake
shepherding impair the minds of these participators. Even
though the believers have got higher education, they would
supress their reasoning ability, and protect the sacred image of
the hierarch and the sect, so much so that they would indifferently
and irrationally attack the outside world to rationalize the bipolar
world (good and bad) that is instilled to them.

Deceive — The participators are deluded by all kinds of scams of the
heirarch. Even though they doubt it occasionally, they are afraid
of the disillusion of the nice dream, so that they would rather
adjust themselves and patch up the lies than question them. Thus,
they gradually leave from “reality”, even repel “reality”, and
in turn are obsessed with lies, rumours and various conspiracy
theories. Finally, they take the false as right, and become the
insider of the scams.



He who will climb the ladder must begin at the bottom. Even
though the confrontation against the cults and evil religions is a
prolonged battle without an end, however, we cannot let the situation
get worse. We publish the booklet to promote the mission that block
against the spreading of them that are like virus across over the
countries’ boundaries. The booklet is written in three languages,
which concisely covers the origin and faults of Shincheonji, the
calling of people who were deluded, and the petition of dissolving
the evil religion by the masses. We expect the masses and the
groups thathave real beliefs pay attention to the problem together,
and people with noble aspirations from different nations can
jointly enter the war against the cults and evil religions. Let us
put the dissolution of Shincheonji on the top of the list, exterminate
this kind of virus, and destroy the poisonous roots.

Thank for the permission of “Modern
Religions Magazine (Korea)” to use the

article; “Nethersole Fund (Hong Kong)”
supports the publishing.
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Chapter 1: Shincheonji Church of Jesus
the Temple of the Tabernacle of the

Testimony
Esther Lee

The number of victims who suffer from “Shincheonji Church of
Jesus, the Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony” (hereinafter
referred to as “Shincheonji” or “Shincheonji Church”) which is
represented and established by Mr. Man Hee Lee, has been rapidly
increasing in the last decade. This cult organization has tempted
general Christians into wrongful religious beliefs with various
methods and such temptation has destroyed churches and Christian
families.

Even in this moment, many mothers whose sons and daughters
never come back home after joining this cult, are protesting against
this organization, in front of its head office located at Gwacheon,
Korea. Many men gave up their jobs to find their wives who fell in
this Shincheonji. Then, what is the Shincheonji which causes this
much troubles in the society?

Who is “Man Hee Lee”?

Mr. Man Hee Lee was born at
Hyun-ri, Punggak-myeon, Cheongdo-
gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do, Republic of
Korea, on 15th September, 1931. He
moved to Geumho-dong, Seongdong-
gu, Seoul when he was 17 and worked
as a temporary worker in many
construction sites. At that time, a




missionary recommended him to go to church and he attended at
the church where he was baptized. A few years after his baptism, he
came back to his hometown. He joined Punggak Presbyterian Church
and started his service in church earnest.

He did not stay in this Presbyterian church long, but he moved to
Seoul again and joined Shinangchon established by Tae Seon Park.
1) Mr. Lee did not stay in this cult long. In 1967, he left Shinangchon
and joined another cult called as “Temple of Tabernacle’established
by Mr. Jae Yeol Yu. 2) Nevertherless, Mr. Man Hee Lee and Mr.
Jae Yeol Yu became alienated from each other. Mr. Lee left this
organization by claiming that Mr. Jae Yeol Yu took his property. In
September 1971, Mr. Man Hee Lee accused Mr. Jae Yeol Yu and Mr.
Chang Do Kim, a follower of Mr. Yu, for fraud.

In 1978, Mr. Lee joined Solomon Creation (Changjo) Church
established by Mr. Man Bong Baek who had been designated as
Solomon by Mr. Yu, as one of twelve disciples in the Temple of
Tabernacle. This Solomon Creation Church is also a cult organization.
Afterwards, Mr. Lee gained supports from some of believers in this
Solomon Creation Church and established Shincheonji Central
Church, as known as Shincheonji Church in 1984.

In early days of this Shincheonji Church, Mr. Lee and Mr.
Jong Hyo Hong, another founder of Shincheonji Church who called
themselves as “Two Witnesses” and “Moses and Aron”. Lee was
in charge of sermon and preaching, Hong was in charge of service
management and prayer. They split in 1987 for trivial and minor
trouble. Mr. Hong insisted that he is only true “Jesus Christ” and
established an organization in Hong jae-dong, Seoul, but he died in
about 2012 (the exact date of Mr. Hong’s death is not known).

Lee has imitated Yu’s Temple of Tabernacle. Mr. Lee insists
“New Promise made by Blood” which means that a new promise
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shall be delivered only by his blood.3) Also, he asserts that a new
and spiritual Israel will be established with his blood and only his
followers can become chosen people of God. To this end, Mr. Lee
gives written appointment to his followers. He calls himself as
“paraclete” and “winner”. Followers of Mr. Lee believe that he is
immortal and the Savior of this generation.

What does Shincheonji insist?

In Shincheonji, the bible is a book of secrets. Also, Shincheonji
insists that “the Book of Revelations of St. John” describes the
future events and secrets of such future events and it is a book of
code. Shincheonji claims that the salvation could only be brought
by a person sent by the Holy Spirit with a great mission. In other
words, the followers may achieve the salvation via a person sent by
Holy Spirit, i.e. a good shepherd, by listening the shepherd’s preach,
seeing the shepherd, believing this shepherd as a Redeemer, and
protecting this shepherd. And in Shincheonji, the person who is sent
by the Holy Spirit and is a good shepherd refers to Mr. Man Hee Lee.

Additionally, Shincheonji asserts that Jesus Christ does not
come with the cloud (as mentioned in Revelations 1:6), but he comes
as a spirit at a night without a single light and the spirit resides in a
human being. Among these assertions of Shincheonji and Mr. Man
Hee Lee, Shincheonji claims that Mr. Man Hee Lee is a Paraclete in
flesh and blood who directly receives divine messages from God and
Mr. Man Hee Lee is a person in whom the Holy Spirit resides.

Furthermore, Mr. Man Hee Lee claims that the new Jerusalem
will be started from the head office of Shincheonji located at the
Gwacheon and his insistence is prescribed in the [Complete
Explanation: The Book of Revelations of St. John] written by Mr.
Man Hee Lee. The followings are quotes from his book “ I (Man Hee
Lee) do not make unreasonable claims. Korea is the sun-rising place



having the seal of the living God (Revelation 7:2), as prescribed in
the bible. This is because the end of the East (Asian continent) where
the sun rises shall be Korean peninsular. Then where is the exact
location of the sun-rising place having God’s seal? According to
Chapter 25 of Exodus, God built the tabernacle where he will stay
and seven lamps in it. Therefore, the place where seven lamps exist
is the tabernacle where God stays.”

As mentioned above, Shincheonji asserts that, at the time of
the second advent of Chirst, Jesus does not come with the cloud.
Shincheonji insists that Jesus Christ comes as the Holy Spirit in
very dark night without a single light and such holy spirit stays with
a human being in flesh and blood. It is obvious that Shincheonji
conclusively claims that Mr. Man Hee Lee is the Paraclete and a
person in whom the Holy Spirit resides. Also they claim that the
salvation will only exist under this doctrine. At the beginning of the
establishment, Shincheonji asserted that new heaven and earth will be
started at Gwacheon when the number of followers becomes 144,000
and only these followers will be redeemed. However, Shincheonji
changed its doctrine when the number of followers exceeded 144,000.
Shincheonji now insists that 144,000 believers who have been sealed
by God and others in white clothes shall be redeemed.

The Presbyterian Church of Korea (80th General Meeting in
1995) pointed out problems of the Shincheonji’s doctrines, as follows:

1. Outline

Mr. Man Hee Lee left the Temple of the Tabernacle(of which
religious secret leader was Jae Yeol Yu)and firstly established
Shincheonji Church at Anyang. Mr. Lee published books named as
[Complete Explanation of Revelation, Eternal Gospel and New Song],
[Truth of Revelation, the Secret of Heaven], [Truth of Revelation 2,
Secret of Heaven’s Book], and etc., via a publishing company named
as “Shincheonji Publishing Company”. These books are anti-Christ
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books, since they describe the events occurred during the time of the
Temple of Tabernacles as events of the end of the world and these
books misinterpret bible in accordance with these events.

Shincheonji operates a free Bible Institute (Christian Institute
of Theology). This institue tempts normal Christians into wrongful
religious beliefs by providing free lectures and this institute uses the
books written by Mr. Man Hee Lee as textbooks.

2. Doctrine of Revelation

Mr. Lee claims that Chapter 24 of the Gospel of Matthew and
the Revelations are only new promises of God (refers to p. 522 of
[Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s Book]) and the New
Testament and Old Testament are invalid (refers to p.27 of [Complete
Explanation of Revelation, Eternal Gospel and New Song]).

3. Doctrine of Jesus Christ

According to Shincheonji’s doctrines, not only the Incarnation,
but also the sanctity of Jesus Christ is denied. According to one of
Mr. Lee’s books, it says that “Jesus Christ is not God in blood and
flesh, but a person in whom the Holy Spirit resides.” (refers to p.40
of [Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s Book])

4. Soteriology

(1) Mr. Lee insists that the salvation shall not be achieved by
faith and belief, but it shall be achieved by meeting a Johannine
missioner (refers to p.52 of [ Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s
Book]). He also insists that the eternity may be achieved by listening
and keeping the texts given by such Johannine missioner (Paraclete)
(refers to p.537 of [Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s Book])
and beilivers may access to Jesus Christ only through such Johannine
missioner (refers to pp.179~180 of [Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of
Heaven’s Book]).



(2) Mr. Lee also asserts that “a truthful messenger who conveys
the messages shown and informed by Jesus Christ (i.e the Holy Spirit)
comes and he is now spreading the gospel of the eternity.” (refer to p.
46 of [Complete Explanation of Revelation, Eternal Gospel and New
Song]). Mr. Lee implies himself as a representative of God and/or
Johannine Paraclete, identical to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and
even Jesus Christ, based on his insistence prescribed in his books.
He asserts that his books are (a) God’s words for churches written
by himself in whom the Holy Spirit resides and (b) publicly revealed
Revelations which contains the secrets of Revelations sealed by seven
seals (refers to p.7 and p.46 of [Complete Explanation of Revelation,
Eternal Gospel and New Song]).

5.The doctrine of God

(1) The trinity explained by Mr. Man Hee Lee is totally different
from the Holy Trinity of traditional Christian church. Mr. Lee
compares the Holy Trinity to people in the Old Testament; Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. In his book, he explains the Trinity as follow: “the
father (Abraham), also known as holy spirit gave a birth of son (Isaac)
and the son who also has holy spirit, gave birth of his son (Jacob),
the paraclete, and this shall be called as the Trinity (refers to p.37 of
[Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s Book]), and this indicates
that the Trinity means the Holy Spirit which becomes Jesus Christ
and the Johannine missioner in whom the Holy Spirit resides (refers
to p.306 of [Truth of Revelations, the Secret of Heaven]).”

(2) Mr. Man Hee Lee’s view toward God shall be described
as pantheism. He teaches his followers that the events in the
Revelations are happenings of a war between the Holy Spirit and
evil spirits and the Holy Spirit is an opposite to the evil spirit, not the
one of three persons of the Holy Trinity. Furthermore, he explains
that souls of the martyrs decapitated are holy spirits (refers to
pp-210~211 of [Complete Explanation of Revelation, Eternal Gospel
and New Song]), and he asserts that the Paraclete is not the Holy

35

o
=)
)

o)
[}

=
5]

®
o)
£
)
©
»
©
)
=
o
9]
<
[5)
=
<
(]




36

Spirit (God),but a human being as a representative of God. Based on
these assertions of Mr. Lee, his doctrine of God shall be described as
pantheism.

6.Eschatology

Mr. Lee insists that Cheonggye Mountain located at Gwacheon
where the Temple of Tabernacle was firstly established is the
place where the End described in Revelations is fulfilled (refers
to pp.49~50 of [Truth of Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s Book]
and p.227 of [Complete Explanation of Revelation, Eternal Gospel
and New Song]). According to his insistences, all events which
will be occurred at the end time of the world will be completed in
the Shincheonji Church (refers to pp.300~301, p.306 of [Truth of
Revelation 2, Secret of Heaven’s Book]).

7.Conclusion of Study

Man Hee Lee actually has copied the doctrines of the Temple of
Tabernacle (of which leader was Jae Yeol Yu) and Mr. Lee’s doctrines
regarding Revelation, Jesus Christ, God, and his Soteriology and
Eschatology shall not be seen as reasonable Christian doctrines, but
a cult. Therefore, Christians shall not attend the Shincheonji Church
and other Shincheonji institutes which teach Mr. Lee’s doctrines and
insistences. These shall be prohibited.

Current Status of the Shincheonji Church 2018

Shincheonji Church insists that the number of its followers
has been increasing around eight (8) % in every year since 2016,
as follows: A2016,172,775 followers A2017,186,175 followers
A2018, 202,899 followers.According to “Current Status of
Shincheonji Church 2018, the financial current status for general
meeting of Shincheonji is KRW 82,118,000,000 and the financial



current status for twelve branches4) of Shincheonji Is KRW
211,976,420,000. The real estates owned by Shincheonji Church are
as follows: 71 temples, 266 missionary centers, 100 offices, and 921
real estates other than the main church and center(gospel rooms, fake
churches, fake culture centers, and etc.).

The estimated overall value of real estates is about KRW
237,379,000,000. In this current status document, not only the
Korean followers, but also foreign followers are recorded. In 2016,
Shincheonji operated 79 missionary centers worldwide, and in 2017,
the number of missionary centers increased by 48 and became 127
missionary centers. In 2018, the total number of missionary centers
becomes 167. The number of foreign followers of Shincheonji was
645 in 2000, but in 2018 it became 22,478. According to the internal
documents published by Shincheonji, Shincheonji has been steadily
grown. However, such growth may be manipulated by each branch
which were forced to attract more people by Mr.Lee.

< Copyright : & t] <& 1L The Modern Religion Monthly>
http://www.hdjongkyo.co.kr/news/view.html?section=22&category=1001
&no=16535
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Chapter 2: On Petition for Enforced
Dissolution of Shincheonji Church of
Jesus the Temple of the Tabernacle of the
Testimony

ERE R W AR e

T
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HolHel [ 1,449,521 |
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Content of the Petition

Petition for enforced dissolution of Shincheonji Church of
Jesus the Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony (hereinafter
referred to as “Shincheonji”).

“We can see Shincheonji is a religion that has many issues
inside itself from these evidences: the video of ‘PD handbook’ of
Comprehensive MBC (translator’s note: the name of a TV program),



the confession of the experience of people who break away from
Schincheonji, the witnesses’ video of the women who break away
from Shincheonji, etc....... Based on the materials submitted by
the obligee (Shincheonji), the reportage about the obligee, who is
the(Shincheonji ) believers, and relevant people cannot be found
false, and there is not materials that can defend against that.

On the contrary, we can see from the witness files of No.5, 7 and
10 that there are cases in which the obligee, who are the believers
of (Shincheonji), conflicted with their family members and finally
divorced or ran away from home. Besides, in the activities related
to the obligor(Shincheonji),they have been punished for arson,
violence, etc. On the basis of the conditions mentioned above, we
cannot judge that the reportage about it is false......

The reportage of CBS defines Shincheonji as an antisocial and
unethical group that intentionally causes behaviors of destruction,
violence and suicide, etc. Since most coverage of the reportage has
a basis of conclusive facts and materials, it is very difficult to decide
that the action violates the right of personality of Shincheonji.”

(Suwon Local Prosecutor’s Office 2012 Criminal No.16515;
Seoul Southern Local Court 2012 A No.23291; Seoul High Court
2014 B No.25575)

Shincheon;ji has constantly degrades believers of other religions
(such as protestants, etc.) since its starting. In the name of evangelism,
Shincheonji even uses violence to violate Korean’s most basic right
of “freedom of religion”.

“Freedom of religion” stipulated in the 21 article of the
constitution contains not only the right of embracing a religion, but
also the right of “rejecting” one.
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Its actions of unethical “evangelism” and abnormal religious
system that maintains the services only for their hierarch cannot be
regarded as normal religious action, but illegal behaviors that violate
the freedom and right of most citizens.

The actions of Shincheonji violate the constitution and laws, go
against the rights of citizens and the basic principles of our country.
From the angle of protecting the constitution and the whole religious
circles, they are intolerable actions that are gravely illegal.

Since the illegal actions of Shincheonji affect the order of
constitution in a very negative and vast way, the dissolution of
Shincheonji will contribute to the authority of constitution.

The contagious event of novel coronavirus pneumonia from
Taegu church of Shincheonji in TK area is caused by its unethical
doctrine and dishonest attitude. Outwardly, Shincheonji
propagates “cooperation with the government”, but on the basis
of press reports, Shincheonji actually gave the instruction that (if
receiving a call for the center of disease control and prevention),
you just say you did not attend the worship, and “please post
a fake message”, etc. These instructions block the survey and
epidemic prevention of novel coronavirus pneumonia.

Shincheonji damaged the main control room of CBS television
station, which is one of the important devices of our country. It fooled
and deceived Korean citizens, and willfully broke the constitution.

It is time to dissolve it!

* If the article is crossed off, we will think there are believers of
Shincheonji inside the government, and will formally protest against it.



[Part of the post goes against the stipulations of petition of
citizens, and has been revised by the administrator.]

Attached link 1:https://news.naver.com/main/read.nhn?mode=LSD&mid
=sec&sid1=102&0i1d=079&aid=0003324982

Original Source: https://www1.president.go.kr/petitions/585290

Editor’s note: 1,449,521 signatures
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Chapter 3: The “Issues” about Shincheonji
Church

Bill

To my surprise, Man Hee Lee just appeared and knelt down to
apologize. The man who grasps the only truth of universe is a pastor
who is with the Spirit of Jesus of Second Advent, is a pastor who
is chosen and prearranged by God, is “Paraclete the Holy Spirit”,
is “the great president in heaven”, is New John who fulfils all of
the prophecies about the Second Advent of Jesus in New testament,
and is the winner who will have the immortal flesh predestined by
God...... He even wears a mask! He even fears virus! He even knelt
down to apologize to what he always called “untrue”, “demonic”
world, and said he is too shameful to face people. Two thousand
years ago, Jesus conquered the world. Two thousand years later, how
should Jesus of Second Advent now yield to “demonic world”? If




someone declares himself as Jesus of Second Advent, or the only
one pastor who is with the Spirit of Jesus of Second Advent, but
eventually does something like yielding to “demon”, it only tells us
that the man is anyone but Jesus of Second Advent.

In the press conference, “the prearranged pastor” Man Hee Lee’s
behavior is very different from when he is in his church where he is
freely eloquent. Inside his church, there is nothing he does not dare
to say. When the journalist asked if the flesh will be eternal, however,
he dared not to answer directly. The universe’s only truth that he has
grasped looks in one way in his church, while looks the other way
before the journalists. We can judge it by simple common sense that
a truth can be changed by time and space is “untrue”.

The issues about Shincheonji should be clearly explained by
Man Hee Lee the president to the journalists in the press conference,
but since this “prestigious” old man has phobia about journalists,
I have to grudgingly answer the questions that the journalists and
friends from all circles possibly concern instead of him.

1. Will Man Hee Lee’s flesh body live eternally?

Beyond all doubt. No.

The premise of immortal flesh of Shincheonji is Jesus’ real
coming again, and they think Man Hee Lee is the pastor who is with
the Spirit of Jesus(Shincheonji church thinks the Second Advent of
Jesus happens in the form of spirit). Obviously, he is not Jesus of
Second Advent(or the standard description of Shincheonji: the pastor
who is with the Spirit of Jesus”). Is a man who has affair out of
wedlock Jesus? Since he is not Jesus of Second Advent, the eternity
of flesh of Schincheonji loses its premises. Not only Man Hee Lee,
but also the so-called 144000 believers who bear seals don’t have the
eternity of flesh.
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If his flesh will really live forever, when the journalists asked
him, he should say to the journalists with great confidence and
overwhelming pride, “Yes. My flesh body will live forever.” Actually,
he does not dare to answer the question. His behavior betrays his real
mind.

2. On what basis should Man Hee Lee say he is Jesus
of Second Advent?

Shincheonji church thinks since the first coming of Jesus fulfilled
all of the prophecies about Messiah in Old Testament, Jesus is the
Messiah for whom the Jews have been waiting. Jesus prophesied
he would come again before his crucifixion. Thus Shincheonji
church thinks Revelation written by John is the book of prophecy
that prophesies Jesus will come again. The person who can fulfil
the prophecies of the second coming of Jesus, that is to say, fulfil
Revelation, is the Jesus of Second Advent. Man Hee lee declares
because he fulfils Revelation, or the prophecies of the second coming
of Jesus, he is Jesus of Second Advent (a pastor with whom the spirit
of Jesus is).

3. Does Man Hee Lee really fulfil Revelation?

The so-called fulfilments of Revelation by Man Hee Lee are
simply things happened to another Korean Cult—“Temple of
Tabernacle”— in 1960s and 1970s. He uses his “ theory of apostasy-
doom-salvation ” to relate these happenings to Revelation, saying
that the Temple of Tabernacle led by Jae Yeol Yu turned against the
will of God, and is the apostate; the mainstream churches led by
leading characters such as Minghuan Zhuo(*.H]/#), Chenghuan
Zhuo(H. /%) and others are the organizations with seven heads
and ten horns, which destroys the Temple of Tabernacle, and is the
destroyer(The so-called destroying action means that the mainstream



churches mentioned above changed the cult of Temple of Tabernacle,
and the latter finally became Presbyterian church ).

Man Hee Lee, however, is the prearranged pastor chosen by
Jesus himself. He comes to inform and condemn the apostate and
destroyer. He is the savior. According to the information from
various sources, Man Hee Lee intentionally omitted and changed
what happened before. He did not mention something happened, and
added new stories that did not happen. The so-called fulfilment of
Revelation actually is contrived by his own intention. I can see there
1s 30% history and 70% invention in it, and it is still questionable that
if the 30% history is trustworthy or not.

4. What is the real religious experience of Man Hee
Lee ?

Inside Shincheonji church, Man Hee Lee declares that he first
joined the Temple of Tabernacle that is chosen by God, and later
Temple of Tabernacle turned against the will of God and was
destroyed by the destroyer. He is chosen by Jesus himself to do the
job of informing and saving, and then he triumphed. Thus, on March
14th, 1984, he established Shincheonji Church of Jesus the Temple
of the Tabernacle of the Testimony. Is that actually his real religious
experience? We can judge by information from various sources: it
is not. Based on the studies of Korean and American scholars, Man
Hee Lee joined the organization built by Tae Seon Park(it is also
known as church of olive tree), and after leaving from the Temple
of Tabernacle built by Jae Yeol Yu, he joined Creation (Changjo)
Church established by Mr. Man Bong Baek. As far as I can speculate,
it is because Man Hee Lee thinks the experience in the Temple of
Tabernacle is the most suitable material for inventing the theory of
“apostasy-doom-salvation”, and thus his other experience is just
crossed off, in case there are so many branches, that the integrity and

45

o
=)
)

o)
[}

=
5]

®
o)
£
)
©
»
©
)
=
o
9]
<
[5)
=
<
(]




46

compactness of the story’s structure may be injured. Is it a pity that
his other experience was fully crossed off so that the story missed a
lot of materials? The story did miss a lot of materials, but he extracted
and absorbed something from the experience, and integrated it into
his doctrines, and then the doctrines of Shincheonji were vastly
enriched. We will look at it more closely in the next question.

5. Is the “only” truth claimed by Shincheonyji really the
“only one”?

No.

There are several cornerstones for the doctrines of Shincheonji.
The first one is distinction of different historical periods; the second
one is immortal flesh; the third one is teaching about metaphors; the
fourth one is the theory of “apostasy-doom-salvation” ; the fifth one
is the actual fulfilment of Revelation.

Among the 5 cornerstones, there are at least three which are
passed down from the preceding cults.

In ancient times, there were thoughts of the distinction of
different periods. For example, Clement of Alexandria has proposed
the distinction of the age of Adam, the age of Noah, the Age of
Abraham, and the Age of Moses, and that distinction is the prototype
of the distinction of Shincheonji that is quite similar to the one made
by leading characters John Nelson Darby and C. I. Scofield of modern
dispensationalism. Thus, the distinction of periods of Shincheonji is
not unique, and it’s a manufactured theory based on the conclusion
of the predecessors.



Man Hee Lee joined the organization built by Tae Seon Park
who is the advocator of immortal flesh. It is reasonable to speculate
that the teaching of immortal flesh of Shincheonji passed down from
Tae Seon Park.

Man Hee Lee left Tae Seon Park and then joined Temple of
Tabernacle built by Jae Yeol Yu. One of the features of Temple of
Tabernacle is illuminating metaphors. The teaching of metaphors of
Shincheonji is from Temple of Tabernacle.

The idea of “creation and recreation”, which is one of the
doctrines of Shincheonji, is probably borrowed from the Creation
(Changjo) Church established by Man Bong Baek.

Therefore, the so-called “only” truth is not the only one.
Shincheonji church thinks owing the only truth is the basis of the
claim that their church is the only one that provides salvation. Since
their truth is not the “only” one, it is self-evident that whether or not
the church is the only one that provides salvation.

I can’t write out what is fully in my mind. Today, I just answer
these questions instead of Man Hee Lee. Actually, there are many
questions about Shincheonji that is worthy of our thinking, and we
can discuss them later if there is a chance in future.
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Chapter 4: What if your loved ones joined a
Cult?

If your family member unfortunately participates in a cult
(such as “SCJ”) or other manipulative belief system, we express our
sympathy and support for your current predicament; we want you
to know that your loved ones may not leave this cult/sect easily and
quickly, it’s a long-lasting battle, and the Lord may give you patience
and peace to live through this period.

The following collated guidelines are from a lot of ex-cult
member, who have participated in a cult/sect, and their families’
share the similar experiences.

Don’t do it

® Don'’t feel guilty, because of your loved ones joined a cult. It's
may not related to the family issue.

Don’t treat your loved ones with hostility or anger

Don’t rush to find a way out. Wait for him/her to leave may take
quite a while

Don’t say “You have joined a cult, you have been brainwashed.”
Don’t give too much money to him/her. Do as usual
Don’t feel lonely. There’re many victims like you

Don’t underestimate the manipulation of your loved ones by the
cult/sect

Don’t laugh at the erroneous teachings and practices of him/her
Don’t judge and confront. It'll only bring counter-effects

Don’t be hostile to leaders and members related to these sect.
Your attitude may affect him/her

Don’t give up, keep hope, and pray constantly for the return of
your loves ones

Don’t ignore the needs of individuals and other family members




To do

Keep regular contact with your loved ones, whether through
mobile, email ,social media such as Whatapp,Wechat or Line
etc., or in person. Don’t beak the relationship because of
different beliefs

If there is a chance to meet, express sincere love

Use a notebook to write down the persons, places, activities,
and opinions mentioned by your loved ones briefly, and record
all relevant names, addresses, phone numbers, and emails.

If your loved ones have been away from home for a long time,
always express your welcome to him/her

Keep a record of correspondence, emails or mobile messages
of those contacts

If your loved ones make hateful speech, attack the society,
church, etc., keep restraint and patience

If you find your loved ones are intimidated, extorted or illegally
detained, call the police immediately

Report to your pastor or your love one’s church (secretly), so
as to have spiritual support

Ask for help from: “Concern Group on Newly Emerging
Religion”
Hotline (Hong Kong) 852 81999118
® (Mainland) 86 13143854033
® Email : support@cgner.org
If support is needed, consider participating in a support group

(This article only applies to family members who have joined the
Abusive church or sect, not to ordinary church.)
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Introduction

RAF L

Research

RIEBA T A AL B AL 5] iiféi%i%ﬁéﬁ RA, BB RS
EFE OEERE R, AR FE AR R AT E AoAn B
Z M #,

To research, probe into and analyse confusions, queries and misgivings
duly induced by new religious sects in Chinese community and connect
with organizations or groups around the world that share the same
purpose, to share experience and aid one another.

HAFT

Education

BIFE B BRE A E R EFRALRBREEAR, B M
AEHAT ORI, AHPAFRBAGAL, BRIAEHE
FOREEHAEFHZ 5,
To provide new religious sects related materials to community centers,
schools, organizations and fellowships. At the same time, to teach and
encourage the public to recognize biblical truths, cultivate them to
correctly cognize Christian Religion in order to let Christians and the
public be able to distinguish the differences of new religious sects in all
respects from traditional Christianity.
B EE, BRALCAY. ¥FEME, ARBEF, BAHET
HAR B o
Publishing books, leaflets and other publications, audio and video
production, and webpages to disseminate knowledge & information on
new religions movement(s).




WEFL

Counseling

BIHE N R IR, A ESATE Al R AR F, 2T
% TR &) FEGCE, WEHEM, HALGERFMER, L
B2 FARLBAR, XS BIRAZBORE I8 AR,

To hold study groups or support groups, providing opportunities for the
sharing of experiences among participants who have been poisoned by
“toxic beliefs” to achieve complete healing and restoration. We also accept
requests for assistance from the relatives and friends of (Ex)Cult members,
who are in need of loving support during the entire exit counselling process.

EREBERBEAM

BAM . MRS ZRBHLE B R
REBHE BR R A

EAERAM L ART B

E RS Ak HRELRE
K AR BR & BA %18

Wk HFEHREERGIH 28 RABRE=TEXRASHEBE
Flat B 5/F., Wing Kwai Fty. Bldg.
2-8 Wang Wo Tsai St. Tsuen Wan. Hong Kong.

F3: +85281999118 +86 13143854033

% # . info@cgner.org #ak: www.cgner.org

WM F Tk E
BREIFAFL, FANKLRZHAT!
"Concern Group on Newly Emerged Religions"

EFEAF L@ RMbA,

HORF DRI T RS MIAZA,
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