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Concerned warnings from an American missionary for 40 years because I care
about you:

When you were a child, did you ever play the Whisper game? Everyone sat in a circle and
the first person would whisper something like, “I like bananas” to the second person. The
second person would whisper it to the third person, who would whisper it to the next in line.

It went around the circle until the last one announced loudly what he heard.

Everyone would gasp and laugh that the original message was so distorted! The motre

people a message is passed on through, the further it strays from the truth.

Adults play this game without realizing it. We sometimes believe information we heard
from someone we respect, and we pass it on. But actually that leader might be passing on
what someone passed on to them, without checking directly to be sure that the information

is true.

This has happened with information about the group inter CP. Some Christians have
told others that this group is good and theitr mission trip to Turkey is good, but they have

not been there themselves nor researched what the group is really like.

We don’t want to promote a group unless we have directly gathered the facts! Don’t take

someone else’s word for it.

I have a dear Chinese friend who fell victim to the deceptive practices of the inter CP
group . A church leader in China told her this group was good and reliable, when in fact this
leader never checked out the facts firsthand. She went by what others told her instead of

checking it directly herself, and strongly encouraged my friend to go to Turkey.

Once my friend arrived in Turkey, she discovered what was really true! This group

preached love to the community but did not treat their own people with love. They didn’t
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protect young women traveling at night, their money and phones were tightly controlled,

they used public shame and criticism to control people and limit any questions.

The more I texted with my friend, the more concerned I grew. This group sounded like a

cult. I tried to find information online about the organization but it wasn’t listed.

Finally I contacted a friend in Korea, which is where interCP is based. She sent me direct
information from the Korean news that said the group was not looked at favorably by the
Christian community and some consider it a cult; they don’t protect their members well; the

president does not have a good reputation.

I read the characteristics of a cult and realized even though many of the members atre
sincere believers trying to serve God, inter CP is like a cult. My husband and I helped my
friend to leave this group quickly and quietly before they could harass and question her. We
paid for her to hide in a hotel until she could find a safe place to live. She is still recovering
from their mind control and emotional harassment, but she is free from their deceptive

mistreatment.

Some of her friends back home heard from the group that she had been rebellious and
how terrible it was that she left. These friends played the Whisper Game and believed inter
CP’s lies about her without checking directly whether it’s true. So my friend not only has to
heal from the abuse she endured while with the group, she also has been criticized and

rejected by the very people who should be comforting her!

There are a few things you can do to protect yourself and others from “playing the

Whisper game.”

e Don’t pass on information unless you check it directly yourself.

e Talk to at least two people privately, who are or were recently part of the mission
group.

e Ask many questions. Find out what reputation it has in their home country.

e Check for news articles online.
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Look for warning signs, like we saw when our friend prepared to join them in Turkey. If
they don’t value and help you before you go, they won’t once you get there either. If a group

has any of these characteristics, seriously reconsider joining them!

e If they pressure you to come immediately.

e If they don’t help you learn how to raise money.

e If they don’t care if you have all the money you need before going.

e If they don’t train you how to answer security questions or prepare you how to be
safe in Turkey.

If you or someone you know didn’t know the warning signs and you find yourself in this

kind of group overseas or at home, here are some things that are not healthy:

e Control of your schedule and your money

e Control of your free time and your phone

e Not providing safety training and keeping women safe at night

e Trying to keep you isolated from anyone outside the group

e Mind games that make you feel you're always wrong

e Ciriticizing you publicly and talking about you behind your back, including lies
e You find yourself feeling guilty and not free to disagree with anything

e You feel used rather than cared for as part of God’s family

e If you experience any of these, strongly consider leaving!

Are You making decisions based on what someone else has told you is true? Are you
passing on information that you don’t really know is true? Are you encouraging someone to

go or condemning someone for not going, when you don’t know all the facts?

Do direct investigation yourself, ask many questions, and pray you are not deceived.
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